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1 Introduction and background

As a capital market-oriented company, Vier Gas Transport GmbH (VGT) has been required to report on
sustainability in accordance with the Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) since the 2024
financial year. The VGT Group consists primarily of VGT as the parent company and its subsidiary Open
Grid Europe GmbH (OGE). OGE is the Group’s main operating entity: it operates one of the largest
natural gas transmission networks in Germany and is responsible for all business activities, employees
and environmental impacts. The following information therefore relates to OGE as the operating entity
within the VGT Group.

Under Delegated Regulation (EU) 2025/1416 (‘quick-fix amendments’), VGT has made use of the option
to limit reporting on ESRS E4 (Biodiversity and Ecosystems), ESRS S2 (Workers in the Value Chain) and
ESRS S4 (Consumers and End Users) to the minimum disclosure requirements under ESRS 2,
paragraph 17. The three topics were identified as material in the materiality assessment; the use of this
relief applies exclusively to the scope of reporting.

VGT is publishing this document to continue providing stakeholders with access to information that goes
beyond the minimum disclosure requirements. It supplements the VGT Group Annual Report and should
be read in conjunction with it.

2 Biodiversity and Ecosystems (ESRS E4)

2.1 Policies and processes to protect biodiversity

The OGE Group's pipeline projects are subject to the planning approval procedure
(Planfeststellungsverfahren) under the Energy Industry Act (EnWG). Where required by law or by the
competent authority, the following procedures form part of the permitting process:

e Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): For pipeline projects requiring planning permission, an
EIA is carried out to assess the impact on protected resources and to identify avoidance and offset
actions.

e Landscape conservation support plan (Landschaftspflegerischer Begleitplan, LBP): Where
required by the competent authority, an LBP assesses impacts on the landscape, defines offset
actions and documents consultations with affected communities.

e Natura 2000 assessments: The compatibility of projects with the conservation objectives of Natura
2000 sites is assessed in accordance with the Habitats Directive and the Federal Nature
Conservation Act.

e Water Framework Directive compliance assessment (Fachbeitrag Wasser): For projects
affecting water bodies, compatibility with the environmental objectives of the EU Water Framework
Directive is assessed.

Transport corridors are assessed at an early stage in the planning process, taking into account
information on protected areas, in order to avoid interventions in ecologically sensitive areas wherever
possible.
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2.2 Minimisation and offset actions

OGE consistently implements the mitigation hierarchy: avoidance before minimisation before
compensation (avoid — reduce — offset). The ancillary provisions of the planning approval decisions
require OGE to engage specialised construction supervisors:

Ecological construction supervision (Okologische Baubegleitung, OBB): Monitoring of the
construction phase with regard to biodiversity, protected areas, and the protection of water bodies
and soil.

Environmental construction supervision (Umweltbaubegleitung, UBB): Ensuring compliance
with environmental regulations and managing minimisation actions.

Pedological construction supervision (Bodenkundliche Baubegleitung, BBB): Ensuring soil
protection requirements are met during the construction work

Hydrological construction supervision (Hydrologische Baubegleitung, HBB): Ensuring that
hydrological conditions are protected during the construction phase.

To offset interventions in nature and the landscape, land and action pools as well as eco-accounts are
used in accordance with the Federal Nature Conservation Act. The specific offset actions are laid down in
the project-specific landscape conservation support plan (LBP).

¢ Intervention and offset balancing: Formal intervention and offset balancing is carried out for every
pipeline project as part of the LBP. This mechanism ensures that all interventions are fully offset (No
Net Loss). In individual projects, targeted habitat enhancement actions — such as the promotion of
special biotopes or the restoration of ecologically degraded areas — result in a positive net
contribution to biodiversity.

¢ Soil recultivation: Once construction is completed, the restoration of the soil structure is ensured
through measures such as separate storage of the individual soil layers, subsoiling, intercropping and
reforestation.

2.3 Sites and protected areas

OGE operates compressor stations, valve stations and metering and regulating stations at sites across
Germany. Compressor stations are particularly relevant to biodiversity assessments due to the size of
their footprint and the fact that some are situated in close proximity to natural environments. Several sites
border on landscape conservation areas or water protection areas.

OGE ensures the ecological restoration of the sites once construction work has been completed.
Depending on the scope of the project, completion is documented by the environmental construction
supervision team and made available to the relevant authorities.

Impacts on protected and endangered species are prevented through systematic avoidance and
minimisation actions as part of the planning approval procedure.

2.4 Responsibilities

Overall responsibility for sustainability topics, including biodiversity, lies with OGE’s management. The
operational implementation of environmental policies is the responsibility of the relevant project
management, in collaboration with the Technical Planning department. Specialist planners and specialist
construction supervisors support the implementation process. The relevant planning approval and nature
conservation authorities also monitor implementation.
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3 Workers in the Value Chain (ESRS S2)

3.1 Supplier structure and risk assessment

OGE sources goods and services almost exclusively from suppliers within the German and European
jurisdictions. German suppliers make up over 95% of the total. OGE primarily deals with suppliers from
sectors of the economy where significant human rights violations are not typically expected.

3.2 Key topics under the German Supply Chain Due Diligence Act
(Lieferkettensorgfaltspflichtengesetz, LkSG)

When applying the due diligence requirements of the LkSG, the following topics were identified as

material:

working conditions: adequate wages, freedom of association, the existence of works councils and the

information, consultation and participation rights of workers

health and safety (occupational safety)

equal treatment, in particular with regard to pay, and equal opportunities for all

gender equality

employment and inclusion of people with disabilities

measures against violence and harassment at work

diversity

other work-related rights: human rights
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3.3 Involvement and complaints procedure

OGE monitors compliance with due diligence obligations in the supply chain using a digital supplier
assessment platform (IntegrityNext). The platform enables systematic risk analysis and continuous
monitoring of key suppliers.

Employees in the supply chain can use the whistleblowing platform (Integrity Line) to submit complaints
and concerns to OGE in accordance with the LkSG.

These actions are reviewed annually for their effectiveness by the human rights officer, as well as on an
ad hoc basis.

4 Customers of the Transport and Other Services businesses (ESRS S4)

4.1 Customer groups
The customers of the Transport business can be divided into three groups:

e Shippers: Gas traders who feed natural gas or biomethane into or withdraw it from OGE’s
transmission network and book capacity for this purpose.

e Grid connection customers: Industrial or energy-sector customers whose gas consumption and gas
generation plants are directly connected to the transmission system.

o Downstream network operators: Distribution network operators that have concluded a network
interconnection agreement with OGE in accordance with applicable law.
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Given the requirement for non-discriminatory network access under the Energy Industry Act (EnWG), it
can be assumed that the impacts, risks and opportunities are the same for all customers. OGE operates
exclusively in the B2B sector.

4.2 Transparency and customer engagement

In accordance with REMIT (Regulation on Wholesale Energy Market Integrity and Transparency), OGE
publishes Urgent Market Messages (UMM) to inform market participants about OGE-specific events in a
non-discriminatory manner. In addition, OGE also provides:

dedicated contact persons for all customer groups

customer hotline and central mailbox

regular customer events and open discussion formats

bilateral engagement of downstream network operators and network connection customers in the
event of transport restrictions.
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